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SECTION 1

AUTHOR DECLARATION

By signing this Agreement, the Author(s) make the following declarations and warranties regarding the manuscript
identified above (the ""Work""):

1. The Work is original, has not been previously published in whole or in part in any language or format, and is not
currently under consideration for publication by any other journal, publisher, or platform.

2. All authors named in this Agreement have made substantial intellectual contributions to the Work and satisfy all four
criteria for authorship as defined by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE): (a) substantial
contributions to conception, design, data acquisition, or analysis; (b) drafting or critically revising the work for important
intellectual content; (c) approval of the final version; and (d) accountability for all aspects of the work.

3. Any individuals who contributed to the research but do not meet all four ICMJE criteria have been appropriately
acknowledged in the manuscript and are not listed as authors.

4. All data, findings, and representations in the Work are accurate, authentic, and free from fabrication, falsification, or
selective misrepresentation.

5. All sources, ideas, and prior works used in the preparation of the manuscript have been properly cited and
acknowledged. The Work does not infringe upon the copyright, intellectual property, or any other rights of any third party.

6. A plagiarism detection report has been submitted with the manuscript, and the overall similarity index is below 15%,
in compliance with EBCRI editorial policy.

7. Where the research involves human subjects, animal subjects, clinical trials, sensitive personal data, or vulnerable
populations, appropriate ethical clearance has been obtained from a recognised ethics committee. The name of the issuing
institution, approval number, and date of clearance have been disclosed in the manuscript. Where no ethical clearance was
required, the Author(s) confirm that the research did not involve any of the above categories.

8. All sources of funding, financial support, and potential conflicts of interest (or the absence thereof) have been fully
disclosed in the manuscript.

9. If any version of the Work has been posted as a preprint on a preprint server or institutional repository prior to
submission, the preprint DOI has been disclosed to the EBCRI Editorial Office at the time of submission.

10. All authors listed in this Agreement have read and approved the final version of the manuscript as accepted for
publication, and all authors consent to the terms of this Agreement.
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SECTION 2

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT

The EBCRI Academic Journal operates exclusively under a Gold Open Access model. The following copyright terms
apply to all manuscripts accepted for publication:

2.1 Retention of Copyright. The Author(s) retain full and exclusive copyright ownership of the Work at all times. EBCRI
does not require, request, or accept the transfer of copyright from authors under any circumstances.

2.2 Grant of Publishing Rights. By signing this Agreement, the Author(s) grant EBCRI a non-exclusive,
irrevocable, worldwide licence to:

e Publish the Work in the EBCRI Academic Journal in all formats and media, including online and in print.

e Reproduce, distribute, display, and make the Work publicly available through the EBCRI website (www.ebcri.org) and any
future platforms used by EBCRI.

o Include the Work in the journal's permanent digital archive.

e Share bibliographic metadata of the Work (including author names, title, abstract, keywords, and DOI) with indexing and
abstracting services, library catalogues, and academic databases.

2.3 Right of First Publication. EBCRI is granted the right of first publication. The Author(s) acknowledge that the EBCRI
Academic Journal is the original and first venue of publication for the Work.

2.4 No Exclusivity. The licence granted herein is non-exclusive. The Author(s) are free to enter into separate, additional
arrangements for the distribution of the Work (e.g., posting to institutional repositories, personal websites, or other platforms),
provided that the EBCRI Academic Journal is acknowledged as the original source of publication.

SECTION 3

OPEN ACCESS LICENSING AGREEMENT
The Work will be published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0). By

signing this Agreement, the Author(s) agree to the following licensing terms:
3.1 Licence Terms. Under CC BY 4.0, anyone is free to:

» Share — copy and redistribute the Work in any medium or format.
* Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the Work for any purpose, including commercial use.

These freedoms are granted to all readers and third parties, provided the following conditions are met:

» Attribution — Appropriate credit must be given to the original Author(s) and the EBCRI Academic Journal, a link to the licence
must be provided, and any changes made to the Work must be clearly indicated.
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» No additional restrictions — No legal terms or technological measures may be applied that restrict others from exercising the
rights granted under the licence.
The  full legal text of the CC BY 40 licence is available at
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

3.2 Immediate Open Access. The Work will be made freely and publicly available on the EBCRI website immediately upon
publication. There is no embargo period, no subscription requirement, and no registration barrier for readers.

3.3 Self-Archiving Rights. Under the CC BY 4.0 licence, the Author(s) may freely self-archive any version of the Work —
including the pre-print (pre-peer-review), post-print (accepted manuscript), and the published version of record — in any
repository, on any personal or institutional website, or on any professional network, at any time and with no embargo period.
The EBCRI Academic Journal must be acknowledged as the original source of publication.

3.4 Irrevocability. The CC BY 4.0 licence is irrevocable. Once the Work is published under this licence, the terms cannot be
revoked or restricted. The Author(s) understand and accept that the Work will remain permanently available under these open

access terms.

3.5 Author Acknowledgement. The Author(s) confirm that they understand the implications of publishing under the CC BY 4.0
licence, including the right of third parties to reuse, adapt, and redistribute the Work for any purpose (including commercial
use), provided attribution is given.

CORRESPONDING AUTHOR SIGNATURE

I, the undersigned, am the corresponding author of the Work identified in this Agreement. | confirm that:

| have read, understood, and accept all terms of this Licence to Publish Agreement.
» | am authorised to sign this Agreement on behalf of all co-authors listed in this document.

» All co-authors have been informed of, and consent to, the terms of this Agreement, including the publication of the
Work under the CC BY 4.0 licence.

» All declarations made in Section 1 are true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge.
Full Name of Corresponding Author:

Designation / Title:
Institution / Affiliation:
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Date:

Submission Instructions: Please complete this form, sign it (handwritten or digital signature), and submit the signed copy by email to
editor@ebcri.org with the subject line: "Licence to Publish — [Paper 1D] — [Corresponding Author Surname]”

This Agreement becomes effective upon receipt of the signed form by the EBCRI Editorial Office and applies to the manuscript identified
herein. A copy of this signed Agreement will be retained by EBCRI for editorial records.
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